
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
AGENDA 

Wednesday, August 17, 2022 Frankfort Village Hall       
5:30 P.M.             432 W. Nebraska Street (Board Room) 

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Approval of Minutes from July 20, 2022

4. Other Business

a. Certificate of Appropriateness: 4 W. Nebraska Street – Awning for Hammar’s
Mercantile

5. Staff Updates

a. Downtown Walking Tour – QR Codes

b. CLG Grant Update

6. Public Comments

7. Adjournment

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

All applicants are advised to be present when the meeting is called to order.  Agenda items are generally reviewed in the 
order shown on the agenda, however, the Historic Preservation Commission reserves the right to amend the agenda and 
consider items in a different order. The Commission may adjourn its meeting to another day prior to consideration of all 
agenda items.  All persons interested in providing public testimony are encouraged to do so.  If you wish to provide public 
testimony, please come forward to the podium and state your name for the record and address your comments and 
questions to the Chairperson. 
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MINUTES 
MEETING OF VILLAGE OF FRANKFORT 

 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
       JULY 20, 2022 – VILLAGE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 

432 W. NEBRASKA STREET 

Call to Order: Chair Steward called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M. 

Commissioners Present: Chair Marcia Steward, Vice-Chair Chester Szmurlo, 
Secretary Stephanie Kush, David Toepper, Patricia Tutko 

 Commissioners Absent: None 

Staff Present: Senior Planner Christopher Gruba, Planner Drew Duffin 

Elected Officials Present: None  

A. Election of HPC Officers

This agenda item was a typo and there was no discussion.

B. Approval of the Minutes from June 15, 2022

Motion (#1): Approval of the June 15, 2022 minutes.

Motion by: Toepper Seconded by: Szmurlo 

Approved: (5 to 0) 

C. Other Business

The HPC noted that the Frankfort Historical Society had hired Cary Pearlman to update
their website and that he was also in the process of creating QR codes for Fall Fest.
Chair Steward asked if the Village could hire Mr. Pearlman to also design QR codes for
various historical buildings in the downtown area.  Secretary Kush asked which
buildings would be candidates for QR codes.  Chair Steward noted that QR codes could
be created for any historic building, including La Salle Street Securities, the History
Museum, the General Store, Gracie’s, the former Cactus Carroll’s, the Trolley Barn, the
Frankfort Bowl building, etc.

It was mentioned that the QR codes could be scanned with a mobile phone, which would
lead to a pre-recorded message to listen to a brief history of the building.  The
Commissioners noted that the QR code could be placed on the inside of the window of
a building.  The HPC instructed staff to investigate the possibility of hiring Mr. Pearlman
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for this work. 

D. Staff Updates – Annual Certified Local Government Report
Planner Drew Duffin summarized the annual report, which detailed the actions taken by 
the HPC between May 1, 2021 to April 30, 2022.  He noted that 9 Certificates of 
Appropriateness (COA) were applied for.  Of these 9 COA’s, all were approved except 
for one, which was eventually approved later at a subsequent meeting.  Duffin noted that 
a copy of this report would be sent to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and 
to the Village Board.
The HPC asked if staff would include the commissioner’s webinar training in the annual 
report as a general statement in this year’s report.  For next year, the HPC asked for a 
slightly more detailed list of webinars that the commissioners watched.
The HPC asked if the recently awarded grant money received through the Certified Local 
Governments Grant Program needed to be spent for a historic downtown survey within 
a certain period of time.  Staff would investigate this question and report back to the 
HPC.
Staff noted that the Request For Proposal for the Certified Local Government Grant was 
currently being drafted and would be advertised soon.

E. Public Comments

None.

F. Adjournment

Motion (#): Adjournment (5:46 PM) 

Motion by: Szmurlo Seconded by: Tutko 

Unanimously approved by voice vote. 

Approved August 17, 2022 

As Presented   

As Amended   

/s/Marcia Steward, Chair 

/s/Stephanie Kush, Secretary 



     

   Memo 
To: Historic Preservation Commission 
From: Drew Duffin, Associate Planner 
Date: August 17, 2022 
Re:  4 W. Nebraska Street – Hammar’s Mercantile Awning   

The applicant, Chris Hammar, has applied for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
construct a metal awning on the building located at 4 W. Nebraska Street (PIN 19-09-28-
221-014-0000). The proposed awning would be located over the main entrance on the 
west side of the property.   
 
Briefly summarized, the project entails:  
 

• The awning will be made of black stainless steel and is of a standing seam design. 
• The proposed awning measures 24” tall by 92” long and projects 24” from the 

facade.  
 

Staff has provided pictures of existing awnings and rooftops for other businesses in the 
immediate vicinity of the subject property for comparison.  
 
 
AFFIRMATIVE MOTION FOR CONSIDERATION: 

 
1. Approve a Certificate of Appropriateness for the proposed metal awning located at 

4 W. Nebraska Street, in accordance with the submitted plans.  
 

ATTACHMENTS:  
• Design Review application with awning specifications/details 
• Photographs taken by staff on August 3, 2022 



aduffin
Received



aduffin
Received



1 N Décor – standing seam metal roof 

Collections at 110 – standing seam metal roof 



 
Trail’s Edge Brewing Company – metal awning 

 
Hammar’s Mercantile, current exterior 



 Memo 
To: Historic Preservation Commission 
From: Drew Duffin, Planner 
Date: August 17, 2022 
Re:  QR Code Project   

At the previous meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission, Chair Steward suggested 
staff look into contracting with Cary Pearlman to create QR codes which provide information 
on historic properties in the downtown area. Mr. Pearlman is currently completing a 
similar project for the Frankfort Area Historical Society (FAHS). Before making a 
decision on contracting services, staff believes it is important to more clearly define the scope 
of the project.  

The attached project outline and Gantt chart are included as an example of how such a project 
could be organized and executed. It is intended to serve as a basis for discussion for 
the Historic Preservation Commission to decide on key details, which will assist 
staff in determining how best to complete the project. Important considerations include, 
but are not limited to: 

• The role the Village will play during this project, the role of the FAHS in 
the project (if any)

• The area of the Village to be included
• The kinds of buildings to be included (residential, commercial, etc.)
• How narratives will be presented (audio, text, images, etc.)
• Where the information will be stored (Village site, Historical Society’s 

site)
• Specific buildings to be included in the project

Once the above discussion points, as well as any others that arise, have been decided on by the 
Historic Preservation Commission, staff will be able to move forward with completing this 
project. 



HPC QR Code Walking Tour, rough project outline 

1. Identify potential historic buildings to be included on the walking tour. Initial sites could include:
a. Grainery
b. Trolley Barn
c. Train Station
d. Old Bank
e. Old Plank Trail Tavern/Gracie’s

2. Decide on a presentation style – text and images? Voice? Slideshow?
3. Determine where information will be stored when it’s gathered
4. Develop a template for the historic building information, to have baseline info for stops along

tour, such as:
a. Name
b. Address
c. Age
d. Past Uses
e. Style
f. Significant local events or figures associated with the building

5. Create a potential template for the QR code window clings, decide whether to use a general one
or specific designs for each building participating

6. Look into buying a small printer to make them without ordering to see if it’s feasible
7. If not, look for a local printing service to use instead
8. Put together an example/test page and sticker for one of the Village owned properties, to work

as a proof of concept
a. Research building history
b. Create product depending on what #2 is, post it to where #3 says
c. Create QR code and sticker/sign thing
d. Feedback from HPC on result
e. Edits/tweaks as necessary

9. Go to property owners and/or tenants of historic buildings discussed in #1 and ask if they are
willing to participate, use example to show what we’re requesting

10. Once we have the list of property owners/tenants willing to participate, repeat step 8 for each
participant.

11. After the content is developed and available online, work on marketing/awareness for it? Could
be done simultaneously, but want to be sure it’s a big enough (at least 5 participants) program
to warrant it first. Maybe some flyers or generic codes on the community message boards?

12. Periodic or as-needed updates?

A. Other potential buildings:
a. Bowling Alley
b. Historical Society Museum



Task August September October November December January February March
ID Potential Stops
Decide on Presentation Style
Determine Information Storage Location
Develop Tour Stop Template

Create Display Template (QR Code Cling)

Buy or Hire Printer to make Example Cling
Create Example Stop on Tour
Reach out to Potential Stops, create list of 
tour stops
Research and Create Stops on Tour
Print and Distribute Window Clings to 
Participants
Marketing/Awareness?
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